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Cigarette Beetle 
and 
Drugstore Beetle 
Flernoy G. Jones, Department of Entomology 
College of Agriculture 
The cigarette beetle and the drugstore beetle are very 
small beetles which infest a wide variety of foods, 
including most dried vegetable and animal materials. 
Both adults and larvae can cause damage. 
These two insect species are quite similar in appear-
ance. They are both about 1/10 of an inch long and are 
covered with small "hairs" which give them a silky, 
Cigarette Beetle 
The cigarette beetle is a serious pest in tobacco 
warehouses, attacking the stored bundles or 
processed forms of tobacco such as cigars and 
chewing tobacco. This insect also readily infests 
cottonseed meal mills, furniture factories and 
libraries. Some other materials which cigarette 
beetles infest are grains and cereal products, 
various dried fruits (raisins and dates), spices 
such as aniseed, ginger, nutmeg and pepper, 
dried fish, drugs, seeds and furniture uphol-
stered in flax, tow, and straw. 
Usually there are three generations of the 
cigarette beetle a year. However, under favorable 
conditions of high uniform temperatures, high 
humidity and protection from rapid evapora-
tion, the life cycle continues uninterrupted, and 
as many as five or six generations can occur. 
yellowish brown color. The head is tucked down 
beneath the front of the body and cannot be seen from e,_. 
above . The legs usually extend slightly past the edges 
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of the cylindrical body. 
The adult drugstore beetle can be most readily 
distinguished from the cigarette beetle by the three-
segmented club of the antenna. The wing covers 
(elytra) of the cigarette beetle are smooth while those 
of the drugstore beetle have faint lines running 
lengthwise of the wing covers. 
The worm-like larvae are smaller than the adult 
beetles. They are creamy white except for the yellow 
head and dark brown mouth parts. The larvae of these 
two beetles differ in that the drugstore beetle larvae 
are not as "hairy" as the cigarette beetle larvae. 
Control 
The first step in control of either the cigarette beetle or 
the drugstore beetle is to find the source of infestation. 
Drugstore Beetle 
The drugstore beetle has an even more varied 
diet than the cigarette beetle. It will attack nearly 
any dried food and many things non-edible to 
man. Some materials infested include bakery 
products, flour, meal, cereals, cayenne pepper 
and other spices, cosmetics, drugs and even 
strychnine. This insect has been known to bore 
through a whole shelf of books as well as 
perforate tin foil and sheet lead. 
Like the cigarette beetle, it is possible to have 
several generations a year under favorable con-
ditions of abundant food and warm tempera-
tures. 
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This means inspecting all of the dried foods in the 
infested cabinets or drawers. All infested food should 
be discarded or destroyed. Other foods should be 
carefully inspected for possible infestations and placed 
in tight containers to prevent further infestations. 
Unopened packages should be carefully checked for 
possible infestations . 
Infested food materials may be heated or frozen if 
they can be used for other purposes or if the infesta-
tion is questionable. Place the infested materials in 
shallow pans and heat in the oven for at least 30 
minutes at 130°F or place the materials in a deepfreeze 
for four days, or until the control procedures are 
completed. 
After the infested foods have been discarded, all 
cupboards, shelves, drawers, containers, etc., in the 
area of the infestation, should be thoroughly cleaned 
and scrubbed with a cleansing solution and water. 
When the cleaned surfaces have dried, spray these 
surfaces with a household formulation of one of the 
following insecticides: 
Note: For use against exposed stages only. 
Malathion. Use a 3% malathion spray solution or use a 
3 percent pressurized spray. 
Pyrethrins. Household aerosols containing pyrethrins 
can be used to kill those adult insects found wander-
ing about the house. 
Take care when applying these insecticides to keep 
them from coming into contact with foods, dishes, or 
cooking utensils. Do not apply insecticides to surfaces 
on which food is directly prepared. 
After the insecticide has dried, place fresh shelf 
paper on all shelves and in drawers to keep dishes and 
cooking utensils from corning into contact with treated 
surfaces. 
Several household formulations may be purchased 
that differ from those recommended above. It is 
important to check the labels of these containers to 
determine whether they are recommended for con-
trolling either the cigarette beetle or drugstore beetle. 
Use pesticides wisely and safely 
• Read, understand, and follow directions on the label, and heed all precautions. 
• Apply only where needed or justified. 
• Use care when handling, mixing, or applying pesticides. 
• Keep pesticides in original containers complete with labels. 
• Keep pesticides out of reach of children. 
• Do not contaminate food or dishes. 
• Carefully and properly dispose of unused portions of diluted sprays and empty pesticide containers. 
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